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Progress of Error, ulustrated in tic 
recent History of German Theology. 


E-ctract from Letters to the Rev. William 
Ei), Channing, containing Remarks on 
his Sermon, recently published at Balti- 
more. By Mases Stuart, Associate Pro- 
fessor of Sacred Literature in the Theo- 
logical Seminary, Andover. 

“*] am well satisfied, that the course of 
reasoning In which you have embarked, 
and the “principles by which you explain 
away the divinity of the Saviour must lead 
most ren who approve them, eventually 
to the conclusion that the Bible is not of 
divine erigin, and does not oblige us to be- 
lief or obedience. I do not av_r, that they 
will certainly Jead you there. The re- 
nains of your fsrmer education and betief, 
still serve to guard you against the 
your breth- 


Ray 
bolder eenclusions of some of ’ 
ren, who have not been placed und-r in- 
ctructian such as you enjoyed in early lite. 
You have more serious views of the Eupor- 
tance of religion, than many, | 
siost of these who speculate wi 
you. Consistency too, will afford strong 
inducement pot to give up the divine au- 
thority of the Scriptures. Yet many of 
your yourzer brethr:n have n> mconsisten- 
cy to fear, by ad ypting such Views. Deem- 


CTila 


ps 
‘ 
1 
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ing what you have publicly iaugit them to 
he true, viz. that it is** no crime te believe 
with Mr. Belsham,” who boldiy end pluin- 
ly de clares, that the Si rip. ures are nol the 
word of God: fe ‘liffg the inconsistency, 
(as | am certai: some of them will and do 
fel it.) of violating the fundamenial rules 
of inter retation, in order to make tie 
apostles speck as im their appreiecsion 
they ought to speak ; and unusable to recon- 
cile what the apostl’s sty, with thar own 
views; they will throw off the restraime 
which the old ideas «f th» inspiration and 
iafulibility of the Scriptures iim, OSs Up on 
them, and receive them simply oa th 

ground, on which they place any other 
writings ofa moral and religious natur., 

I make no pretensions t) Uncommon 
foresight, in regard to this subj ct. lcer- 
tuinly do not say these things with Invi ti- 
¢ 
t 


us designs, and for the sake of Kindling 
ho fire of contention. Ve ry fur from it. 
On the contrary, I believe that the pares 
uOW contend g¢ here will have no quiet, 
wntil this cround be openly taken on your 
part. Por myself, | view it as incomparably 
more desirable in very point of view, that 
the authority of th Ss rl tures should aL 
once be cast off; and ics claims t» divine 
ins) iration rejected; thin that such r les 
of exegesis should be intr duced, as mak 

the Scripture speak, nolens volens, what- 
ever ony party may desire. Avowed un- 
beliefin the @ivine authority of the serip- 
tures can never continue long, in the pres- 
€nt day of light and «examination. Such a 
State of things may pass away with th: 
fencration who actin it. But it is a more 
echicult maticer to purge away the stain, 
wiich Christianity may contract by vio- 
Meted laws of jaterpretation : because thos: 
Who indulge jo such a violation profess to 








respect the Christian religion, and to ac- 
knowledge its divive original, 

In making tiese observations, on the 
nature and probable consequences of your 
system of exegesis, which explains away 
the Dv ity of Clirist; | cannot think that Lam 
building castles In the ajry to amuse my 
oWii imagination. For tea years past, | 
have been called, every week, to duties 
which wecessitated me to be conversant 
with the history of exegesis, as it has ap- 
peared in Germany ; a couniry which ia 
half a century has produced more works 
on criticism and sacred literature, than the 
world contains besides. About fifty years 
since, Semler, Professor of Divinity at 
Hglle, began to lecture and puolish on the 
subject of interpretation, in a manner that 
excited the attention of the whole German 
Empire. The grand principle by which 
he explained away whatever he did not 
think proper to believe, was that which 
has been called accommodation. Ile 
mamtamed, that the apostles and the Sav- 
leur often admiited representatious and 
doctrines into their iustructions, which 
were calculated mercly tor the purpose of 
persuading the Jews, being accommodated 
to their prejudices ; but were not intend- 
d to be « general directory of sentiment. 
1 this Way whatever was inconsistent 
With his own views, he called accommada- 


€ 
' 
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' , . ° 
tion s and thus at o.ce expunged it from 
| the list of Christian doctrines 


Semiors origi al genius and great learn- 
ing soon gave currency to his views in 
Germany, where a system of theology and 
exegesis had pr. wailed, which in not a few 
respects needed reformation. Since his 
time, a host of writers, (inany of them with 
exolted talents and mosi extensive erudi- 
tion,) lave arisen, who have examined, 
expl.ined, mo lified and definded the doc- 
{rine of The more r - 
cent shape of it is, to solve all the mirecu- 


accommodation. 


lous facts rjaied in the Bible, by consid. | 


reuio's which are affirmed to be drawn 
trom the idiom and ignorance of enti yualy 
in gen ral, and in particular of the sacred 
wWiiters themselyes. ‘hus, with Eichhoru,. 
the account of the creation and fall of! 
man, is mer ly a p-etic.l, philosophical 
speculation of some inge ious pers si, 
the origin of the world and of «vil. (Ur- 
geschicite, passim.) So, i: regard to th 
off rmg u_ of Isaac by Abraham; he says, 
** the Godhead could not have requires ef 
Abraham so horrible a crime; and there 
cai be no justification, palliation, or «x- 
for this retend d command ef the 
Divinity.”> He thn ex Jains it. Abra- 
iam dreamed that he must. ffer up Isacc, 
an! accerding t) the superstidon of th 
times regard d it as a divise admonition. 
He prepared to execute the mandate, 
which his dream had corveyed to him. A 


mit 


ceuse 


lucky accident, (probably the rustli.g of 


a ram who Was entangled in’ the bushes,) 
hindered it; and chis accorliog to ancient 
idiom, was also the voice of the divinity. 
(Bibli thek. Bond i. s. 45, &c.) . 
Th same writer represents the hist ory 
f the Mosaic Iegislation at mount Sinai, 
ina curious manner.  \Niises ascended the 
top of Sinai, and built a fire there, (how 
he found wood © n this barren rock, r 
raised it to the top, Eichhorn does vot tJ! 


is,) a fire consecrated to the worship of 


God, before which he prayid. fi re an 
upexpected and tremendous tuwuder storm 
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occurred, He seized the occasion, to pro- 
claim .he Jaws which he had com, osed is: his 
reiirement, as the statutes of Jehovah; 
leading the people to believe that Jehovah 
had eo; vetsed with him. Not that he was 
a dece¥ but he really believed that the 
occurrence of such a thunder sterm was a 
sufficient proof of the fact,that Jehovah had 
spoken to him, or sanctioned the werk in 
which he had been engaged. Bibliothek. 
Band. i. Theil. 1. s. 76, &c.) The proph- 
ecies of the Old Testament are, according 
to him, patriotic wishes, expressed with 
all the fire and elegance of poetry, for the 
future prosperity, and a future delivery of 
the Jewish vation. (Pro, heten. Biblio- 
thek. Einleit, passim.) 

In like manner, C. Y. Ammon, professor 
of theology at Erlangen, tells us, in re- 
spect to the miracle of Christ’s walkiag 
on the water, that ** to wallc «nm the sea, is 
not to stand on (he waves, as on the solid 
ground, as Jerom dreams, but to walk 
through the waives so far as the shoals 
reached, and then to swim.” (Pref. to 
edit, of Ernesti Inst. Interpret. p. 12.) So 
in regard to the miracle of the loaves and 
fishes, (Mat. xiv. 15,) he says, that Jesus 
probably dis{ributed some loaves and fishes 
which he had, to those who were aroun! 
him, and thus excited by his example oth- 
who had provi- 
hike manner : 


ers among the multitude, 
sions, to distribute them in 
(p. 16.) 

Thiess, in his commentary on Acts, ex- 
plains the miraculous effusion of the 5S; irit 
on the day of Pentecost, (Acts ii.) in the 
following manner: “It is aot uncommon, 
says he, in those countries, fora violent 
gust of wind to strike only a particular 
s‘ot or honse, Such a gust is commonly 
accsinpaned by the electric fluid; and 
the sparks of this are scattered all around 
‘hese float about the chamber, become ap- 
parent, and light upon the disciples. They 
kindle junto enthusiasm at this; and believe 
the promise of their master is now to be 
performe a. This enthusiasm spectators 
asseinble to witness 3 and instead of preach- 
ing as before in Hebrew, cach one uses his 

wn native tongue to proclaim his fcel- 
ings.’ 

[have not followed the words through 
the whol), but have given the substance 
in the two last s#,t necs. Such was the 
outpouring of the Spirit; and such the gift 

f tongues, 

The same Thiers, (Com. on Chap. iii.) 
repres ‘ots the mircculous cure of the man 
who was lame from his birth, by Peter, in 
avery singular way. ‘* This man,” says 
he. “was lame only accordiig to report. 
He nevet walked any; so, the people be- 
lieved that he cculd not walk. ..... 
Peter and Join, being more sugacious how- 

ver, threatened him. ‘In the name of 


th Messiah,’ said they, ‘Stand up.? The 
word Messiah had a magical power. He 


siool up. Now one saw that he could 
walk. To prevent the compassion of men 
from being turned int» rage, (at his deceit,) 
he chose th most sagicious party, and 
evnnected himself with the apestls.” 

The case of Ananias falling dow. dead 
is thus represented by the same writer :— 
** Aninias fell down terrified; out probe- 
bly he was carried out and buried while 
still alive.” 

Hinrichs however, who produces this 
Comment of Thiess, relates avother mode 





of explaining the occurrence in question ; 
which is, that Peter stabbed Ananias ; 
** which, says Heinrichs, ** does not at all 
disagree with the vebement and easily, ex- 
asperated temper of Peter.’ (Noy. Test. 
Koppr num, Vol. iii, Partic. ii. pp. 355 
—J97, &e.) 

You may smile, my dear sir, or shudder 
at these explanations; but I am entirely 
unable to see how they imply a greater 
liberty, than you take with John i. 1, and 
Rom. ix. 5; with Heb. i. 8, 9, and many 
other passages. 

Numcrous systems of Hermeneutica, ). 
e. the Art of Interpretation, have been 
written end published in Germany on this 
plan. Meyer, in a very labored system of 
Hermeneutica of the Old Testament, ip 
two large octavos, has a body of rules, by 
which every thing miraculous Is to be ex- 
plained away. He concedes that there is 
the same objection to admitting any one 
miracle, as toadmitting all. Ile therefore 
rejects the whole. So Bauer, in his Her- 
meneutica; and a multitude of others. 

In the course of the discussions which 
these principles have excited in Germany, 
the question about Christ’s divinity has 
has been entirely forgotten. When the 
contest first began, this poiat was warmly 
contested. But the fundamental questions, 
whether the Scriptures are divinely inspir- 
ed; and whether the doctrine of accom- 
modation cm be ised, in all its latitude, 
in interpreting them, soon took the place 
of this. .@ecomnvodation las been sifted, 
attacked, defended, explained, moderated, 
modified, iis«lf accommodated ; so that at 
last it is nearly driven from the ground, 
and the plain and simple rules of exegesis 
are (riumphant among the best part of the 
German critics. 

In the mean time, they have not return- 
ed to the principles of their Lutheran Sym- 
bol. Very far from it. While they allow 
that John, and Peter, and Paul, did be- 
lieve and teach the doctrine of Christ’s di- 
vinity and of the atonement, they hold 
themselves under no obligation to receive 
them. De Wette, who has recently pub- 
lished a System of Theology, and is Pro- 
fessor of the same at Jena, maintains that 
the Pentateuch was composed about the 
time of the captivity ; that the Jew ish rit 
ual was of gradual formation, accessions 
being made to it by superstition ; that the 
book of Chronicles, (which is filled with 
scraps and inconsistencies,) was foisted 
into the canon by some of the priesthood, 


who wished to cxalt their own order. His 
RBettraze, which contained these senti- 


ments, was published before the death of 
Griesbach, and came out recommended by 
him; who says, ‘If you object to the 
young literary adventurer, (De Wette,) 
that he has endeayored to bring Judaism 
into disrepute, my answer is, This is no 
mor: than Paul himself has labored to do,? 
(Pref. to Beitrage.) 

In his book de morte expiatoria Christi, 
(the atonement of Christ.) he represents 
Christ as dissppointed that the Jews would 
not hearken to him as a mor.) teacher sim- 
ply; which was the first character which 
he assumed. Christ then assumed the 
character of a prophet, and asserted his di- 
vine mission, in order that the Jews might 
be induced to listen to him. Finding that 
they would not do this, and that they 
were determined to destroy him, in order 
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not to lose the whole object of his mission, 
and to convert necessity into an cccasion 
of giving himsely credit, he gave out, that 
his death itself would be expialery. 

Vet De Wette holds a most exalted rank 
in Germany. I doubt whether Germany 
ean boast ofan eriental scholar, or a hter- 
ary man, who has more admirers than De 
Wetie. Gesenius of Halle, has spoken oi 
him, ina letter recently received, mn the 
highest terms; and s-Jects and recom- 
meuds him, among all the literau, critics 
and orieptalists ia Germany, as most de- 
serving of special acquaintance and conti- 
dence. 

Both of these centlemen are professors 
ef Dirinity in German Universities ; both 
men of great gemius, and most profound 
erudition ; men too who stand at the head 
of oriental literature in the German em- 
pire; not to add in the whole world. 


What shall we say now of De Wette? | 


That he is not a christian? Surely he 
would look with disdain on any man, who 
should think of such an accusation; and 
tax that man with the highest degree of il- 
liberality and superstition. 

Will you say ; ** What is all this to us? 
We do not avow, or defend such opin- 
ions.” True, I answer ; at present, you 
do not avow them. A short time since 
they did not. But as soon as their num- 
ber increased, so that they began to be 
fearless of consequences ; and their antag- 
onists urged the laws of exegesis upon them, 
they abandoned the ground of defending 
the authenticity of the bible, atonce. A 
few years since, the state of the question 
in Germany wes very nearly what it now 
ishere. At present, the mest of the Ger- 
man critics, (rejecting acconumedation, and 
casting off all ideas of the divine origin of 
the Scriptures.) are disputing with great 
zeal the questions, Whether a miracle be 
possible? Whether God and nature are 
one and the same thing?) (Schelling a di- 
rine too, being at the head of a great par- 
ty which maintain that they are the saine ;) 
and Whether the Jews ever expected any 
Messiah? Some time ago, their critics 
maintained that no Messiah was predicted 
m the Old Testament; but now they 
question even whether the Jews had any 
such expectation. The fact whether 
Christ rose from the dead, long avo wes 
disputed; and now it would seem, tha! 
they have come nearly to the end of qurs- 
tions on theology. At . 
devise what is to come 


least I cannot well 
next.*? 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Extract from the Third Anaual R. port, 
May 13, 1819. 

At the first organization of the Institu- 
tion, it was announced to the public, that 
a main object of the society is ** not only 
to provide a sufficiency of well printed, 
and accurate editions of the Scriptures, 
but also to procure well executed stereo- 
type plates for their cheap and extensive 
diffusion. This important measure has 
been pursued by the Board with much at- 
tention; and they have the pleasure of 
stating that the society now own the fol- 
lowing sets of plates, and of the following 
descriptions. _ 
For the whole Bible in the English lan- 

guage. 
Three sets of octavo size, 

One set of duodgcimo size in Brevier 
type, and 

Three sets of duedecimo size in Minion 
type. 

For the Scriptures of the New-Testament 
in English. 

One set of duodecimo size in Burgeois 
type. - 

In the last Report it was mentioned, 
that of the stereotype plates for the Bible 
in the French language, to be sent out by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, only 
those for the Old Testament had then beer 
received. The remainder have since come 
*2 hand; and the Society, of course, have 
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row a complete set of plates for the bibie 
in the French language. ‘This must be 
viewed as an 2cqguisiion of importance, 
when itis corsidered how generally Uns 
eis spoken not only ia the Cana- 


lar cua ‘ 
dus. but in the southern territories now be- 
longing to, or bordering upon, the United 
mtates. 

lu consequence of representations made 
to the Board as to the prospect of introdu- 
cing the Scriptures into ihe ports of = will 
America in which the Spanish language 1s 
spoken, the Beard have also provided 
themselves with a set of plates of ihe New 
lestament in Spar ish—so thet the society 
now own in the whole, eight sets of steres- 
type plates for the whole Bible, end two 
sets for the scriptures of the New Testa- 
ment, 

One of the sets for the whole Bible, of 
the duodecimo size in Minicn type, has 
been sent to Lexington, in the state of 
Kevtucky, and placed with the he utucky 
Bible Society, who commence din Jaruary 
last to print trom it an edition of two thou- 
sand eopies. <A set of the octavo siz? js 
now ready to be forwarded to the sanu so- 
ciety. The others are in the immediat 
employment of the Board. 

As the Beard have thus been furnished 
with increased means of multiplying the 
Scriptures, they trust ti will be found that 
they have been faithful in the improvement 
of them to the best advantage. Of this 
some jud rient may be firmed when it is 
known that there have been printed lor 
the Society during the last year, 47,090 


copl sof the Bible, and 24,600 cx pics ot 


New ‘Testament, which together with 
the 29.500 cx pir s of the Bible | rinted in 
the two former years, makes a tutal of 
160.820, 

These are ex clusive of the 
2,000 copies, by this Gime printed from the 
plates sent to Lexington ; and also of the 
Bibles in Gaehe, German, Welsh. and 
French memicned in the Jat Report, as 
amounting to 2.450, and which have been 
sufficient to thir tir the 
Scriptures ia those Jacguages until the 
present time. ‘Phe whole making a total 
of 105,270 Bibles and Testi either 
obtained fir circulation by the American 
Lible 
during the first Uoree vears of its existence. 
Itis thought proper to ada, the 
ent printi g estal ishment is suiicie 


to furnish an % 


the 


meet cemand 


ine ts, 


Society, or Issued trom its 


P presses 


extensive 


1C0,000 Bibles and ‘Tesianmients annual- 
ly. 
The printing of the Seripturcs in- the 
Indian la: guage has, in the meon tia 
{ 


have permed. ¢ 
the Gospil of Johr 
the Moh wk luneucre, and the sume num- 


Epistles ot J hin, ri thie 


been prosecuted us far as 
4} 


ber of « ype 1 thir 
Delaware. ‘Phe Board 
but approved versions of the Scriptures 
into these languages, in orderto g» on and 
furnish the whole or most of the Bible to 
the Indians in their native dialects ; end as 
the object has of late excited much inter- 
est in the minds of some who are able to 
render efiicient aid, there is a prospect 
that it may soon be accomy lished, 

Of the New ‘Tesiaments printed during 
the past year, 2,500 are in the Spanish 
language. The books have but recently 
been finished, and none of them are yet 
distributed. The Board have appointed a 
Committee for the purpose of collecting 
information as to the best mode of cireula- 
ting them, who have opened a corres- 
poudence with through whose 


Ww . f . 7) Y rier 
Waris TOP hotiany 


eentleren 
instrumentality it is hopeed much may be 
done to iny duce the Scriptures among 
the b:habitants of South There 


Amirica. 


is, perliaps,n> cowntry which has a great- 
‘7 i as . . 

er Claim than this to the attention of the 

American Bible Society. Forming a part 


of our own hemisphere, it is tiled with a 

population, the numbers 

of which seem to have been but lately de- 
i 


veloped ty the other nations of the world 


ands resources 


ecdriuon of 





and it is now engayed in a struggle which 
subjects the inhabitants to ihe evils of & 
sanguinery wer. ‘The Board will nor tai. 
to embrace every opporcunity of firni: hing 
them with that Word of Truth which bots. 
‘““exalts a nation,” gives to man lis 
best support and cosselstion amidst the 
horrors of bloodshed and civil sire, 

‘The Missionaries of the Lit. d Brethren, 
or Moravians, hav 
ed a docr for the introductio: 
tures among the Indians on our borders 
Accordingly 140 copics of the Lpistle: m 
the Delawar were transmitted ty 


' 
ang 


samany Years since open- 


of the scrire- 


iohgue 


the Rev. Mr. Leukerback,im ihe state of 


Ohio, to be distmbuted among the Indians 
under his pasvoral care,and such others as 
may be within his reach, ‘Three hundred 
copies ofthe Episdes of John were sent io 
tue Rev. Mr. Dencke, of New-Fatrtic? !, i 
Upper Canada, ior use of the In 
omong whom he-! In both places 
the gift was bichly acceptible. | Mr. 
Deneke disiributed, in the 
copies sent to lim, and he writes that 
they were received not only with thankful- 
ness, but with tears of joy, among old and 
young. The remaindsr of the two edi- 
tions are held subject to future disposal, 

In the distribuuen of the Seriptures 
throughout our own ceuntry, the Board 
have aimed at that impartialiv and dge- 
cretion which would prevent any from be- 
ing dis; leased by delay, to answer their a; - 
plication, and whieh at the time 
would extend the first supphes to places in 
which there is the greatest need, 

The number oft Bibles issued trom the 
Depository im the course of the past year, 
is 23,870, and of New-T'estaments, 7,248 ; 
which, added to the Bibles issued during 
the two preceding years, | 24,004] make 
the total number issued by the Society 
since its organization to be Fifty-five Thou- 
sond, One Hiundred and Tweinty-Two bi- 
bles and ‘Testaments. 

During the past year the number of Aux- 
tharies to the Society has been jucreased, 
making the whole number now olicially 
known and recognized, to be One hundred 
and Nivety-feur. 

The Board would not fail to call the at- 
tention of the Auxiliaries now formed, or 
Lereatter to be formed, to the importance 
of instituting Bible Associations as Immect- 
ately auNiliary to themselves, The New- 
York Bible & ciety has set an example, 
on this subject, whieh the Boar lt would re- 


ais 


his chureh, 


same 


See ste 
commend for general mnt ation. they 
7 re on eh eh eee ae 
nave succeeded in estadiusnamMe a sal ob 


soejation in each wird of this city ¢ Keep 
ne, Wi hich it qs ¢ x pe cted will soon folLow 
the eXanay ‘hers, and the funds 


dready raised in this way are very considl- 


Hl Oj 


the 
The organization of the christion 
cCaUuse cann 


humbs 


erable ° 
commurity in the bible 
| until whe se 
ns become rene ral.— 


: | 1 
consid: red us Com} iete 


} ‘ 
but useful anstitute 
H 


The \ 


6 ot] . 4 as 
* WICOW 'S ml " 


r the reception of the 


Oyv 2 GdocTr 
pen +a: 
thcrvidimeg 


und by. si coun- 
hes and cities mto sinall districts, they lity 
f the poor 


' age 
open to view both the wants ¢ 
meaus of ren- 


ior the Bible, and the best 
dering the supply. They add to the spirit 
Lristian charitv. and strengthen the 
bonds cof christ : fellowship, by unithog 
all classes of the community, from the 
highest to the Jowcst,. i 
same labour of love; so that t 
words of the British and Foreign | 

ciety, “in estimativg their value we are at 
a loss to determine whether more is derived 


Socl- 


of fr 


aus co-workers in the 
» Quote the 


\ 
sible So- 


trom them to the funds of the parent 
etv, thai 1s communicated through the 
fi clings which they excite, and the em- 
ployment which they furnish to the in- 
provementot the muss of the community i 
There have been received into the trea- 
sury during the past year— 
By remittances from Auxiliary 
" Soe 1eties, : 
By remittances from Socicties 
not Annillary, 
By Donatious trom Benevolent 


Pe 4 - r 
wT Liv’s, »#Q 


or 
a~J 








By conaregational collections, 

By legacies and donations from 
mdividuals, 

By conuributions from) various 
congregations, Masonic Loug- 
es, or mciwiduals to render 
Ministcis Members or Direc. 
tors for life of the American 
Bible Society, 

sy annual dues end life 
scrip ton from members, 


105 89 


— 

2 
— 
— 
~} 


60 


6.203 09 
sub- 
1,366 25 
LE a: 
$38,036 99 
The Board cannot he'p noticing, with 
much pleasure, the amount of Income aris- 
ing trom the laudable practice of congrega. 
or individuals reacering their minis. 
for hfe of the Society, Be. 
ability of the Society 
to prosecute its great object, it furnishes a 
pro f that must be pleasing to every chris 
tian, of attachment and respect from peo. 
ple towards those ‘t who are over them in 
the Lord ;” and tends to inerease, in the 
minds of ministers themselves, an int rost 
on behalf of the imstiluiton which is thus 
enabled to enroll their names among iis 
members, acc oOmp: nied with evidence of 
the esteem and atheth n cherished for them 
by the peo le of th ir charge, 

Bu lie ving tl at in props rtion as the pubs 
lic mind is informed, public feeling will be 
excited, and a ccrre sponcirg activity pro- 
duced on behalf Bible Societies 
Board have directed the publication of a 
periodical work entitled * Quarierly Ex. 
tracts... The good effects of this measure 
have already been felt, and the Board 
would take the liberty of suggesting to the 
members of the Society, the « xpedienc y 
of contributing, by their example and jufle. 
ence, to the circulation and perusal of the 
publication, 


Ot 
ots, 


ters memb: rs 


sies adding to the 


yf I, 
0! , me 


Did the limits of 1 re port like this per 
mit, the Board might goon to show, that, 
In almost every lund that has any title to 


the Christian name, there are Bible Socie- 
tiss active and zealous according to their 
opportunities and their rescurers, Christ. 
endom has at length discovered one point 
of true religion, in which all her denomina- 
can unite, ‘Phe circulation of the 
Holy Scripture without note or comment.” 
And who among us can look on and see 
Wwhatis now dome, both at home ana a- 
broad, fur spreading the knowledge of the 
Lord and of his Christ—without exclaim. 
Ing in thankfulness and; rake, “What bath 
God wrenght!?  *'Phe Lord God has lift- 
ed up His Hood to -the Gentil s, and set 
up his standard to the people —kings have 
become the nursing fathers, and their 
queens the nursing mothers of Zion—the 
deaf hear the words of the Book, and the 


tions 


| “ves of the blind sce out of obscurity and 
t be 


out of darkness, and the poor emong men 
rejvice in the Holy One of Israel.” 
The Board would do injustice to their 
own feelings, did they fail to cot eratulate 
iheir brechr: un on the se prospec ts, end on 
the goodness of God in giving to the A- 
merican Bible Society so high a place a- 
mong the many institations that ure {lins 
“striving together for the faith of the Gos- 
pel,”” : 
~ As a Socie ty, we owe Him much fi r His 
mfinite sdunng the last year. Cur 
Unity is unbroken are m- 
: is of usefulness wide 
day. ‘The 
‘our own 


merce 
; our members 
twee is rr rresr . 
Creased 3 our Y pee 


brightening every 


euing and 


rapidly in 
country gives us much todo at home. The 
hand of the laborcrand husbandman js iast 
converting our western wilderness into 
fruitful felds ; and fast as these regions of 
our country are made to bear the footsteps 
of civilization, let their enterprising mbab- 
itants be made to remember aid worship 
our cammon God: let us send them Bi 
bles, and their soil shall be twice reclaim- 
ed; “their mountsins and their hills shall 
break forthinio singing, and all the trees 
of the ficlds shall clap their hands.” 

And while much is to be done at home, 
let us not forget our fellow sinners abroad; 


creasing 


ae . 
popuiaton ci 
































put, ‘as we have opportunity, let us do 
cood unto all mes.’ The ‘Treasury of the 
American Bible Society must never be 
cousidered as superiluously replenished, or 
its work done, while thire is a “Nation, 
Kingdom, or People” left, who shall not 
have the Scriptures in their hands, hearing 
and reading them, “‘every man in his own 
tongue wherein he was bora.” . 

But three years are new elapsed since 
the American Bible society was termed, 
and its success, and the extent of its la- 
bors, during this time, have ¢ xceeded the 
expeciations of its warmest friends. We 
are bound so to act and procced as not to 
disappotat the hopes which such beginnmg 
has contributed to raise. The present 
should be hailed as a season in the world’s 
history pecutiarly favorable to our efforts, 
and as such it should be improved. The 
nations are almost universally at peace ; 
and if any reigning motive seems to have 
become the ambition of the age, it is the 
desire to spread the Bible, and thus to do 
cood to ourselves and to others, both for 
this world and the world to come. Let no 
trifling, or even momentous dificulties dis- 
courege us. but rather let them add to our 
fait rts, our zeal. and our confidence, ‘The 
Lord js our Banner? Ours is a cause 
that must prevail. Lis promise is pledged 
for its final suceess who has taught us to 
praise him inthe words, ‘His name shall 
endure forever: his name shall be continu- 
as the and men shall be 
blessed in [tiin: Al nations shall call Hin 
blessed. Blessed be the Lord God, the 
God of Isracl, who only doeth wondrous 
things. And blessed be his glorious name 
forever, and let the whole e irth be fill: da 
with his glory, Amen and Amen.” 


edas long sun: 


[Phe funds of the American Bible Soci- 
ety, May 3, 1619, amounted to $24,53-4 32, 





THE CHRISTIAN WATCHMAN. 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, AUGUST 14, 1819. 
ON SOBRIETY. 

Religion i and affecting 
reality. %Itdraws aside the curtain of time, 
and from the narrow isihmus on which we 
stand, discloses to our trembling view, the 
awful and tremendens scenes of the world 
We peres Ive Oourse Ive Ss sur- 


’ 
a most icmn 


fo come, 
rounded by an immeasurable ocean, whose 
svelling surges are constantly sweeping 
away our companions, and threatening us 
also, with speedy and certain dissolution, 
Put though this appalling speetacte is fa- 

does not fll us 
with hie | the bearn of 
divine revelation ghiters through the sur- 


iiliar to our imagination, it 


eless d sponce Niecy 3 


rounding gloom, and gives to the eye of 


foth a vivid pereepuon of another ond no- 


bler state of existence, Faith shews us a 


heaven ot p riect { 


urity, and consummate 
diss, prepared for the mghteous; and a 
hell of uumingled wickedness and bound- 
less woe; the final abode of the impeni- 
tent. Can it be necessary to urge upon 
an intelligeat bemg, placed in our circum- 
Is it 
alise hi 


stances, the impor.ance of sobriety ? 
possible that such a be ing can} 
eresent condition and future prospeets, 
without seriousness C:.n he avoid dwell- 
iagom those subjcets, the contem) lation 

which must necessorily be ace 


est solicitude ¢ 


ompanied 
sith the dee Can he be- 

jd the chasm which has been made in 
the circle of his trends, and not think on 
death? Can he visit ** the chamber where 
the ¢g od man ments his iate ~’ and w it iess 
the unruflled serenity of his mind, and not 
think on heaven? Can he behold the poor 
sinner shivering with terror, and frantic 
with grief at the prospect of dissolution, 
and mot think on that awfal w rid, “where 
their worm “jeth not, and their fire is not 
guenched?”? But oir own obs: rvatjon in- 
structs us im accordance with the sacred 
volume, that men are naturally blind to 
their best interests ; and though they may 
admit the validity of the bible, yet th ¥v 


tec] but little concern about the truths it 





CHRISTIAN WATCHMAN. 


reveals, and virtually treat therm as vain 
and idle speculations. It is then the b.- 
liever m Jesus, and the believer only, who 
exhibits that sobriety of disposition which 
is the result of correct principle and feel- 
ings; his appetites and passions are sub- 
jected to the salutary resiraints of reasou 
and religion, and his life furnishes a prac- 
tical exemplification of the purity of the 
gospel. Like the Psalmist, he will *+ hate 
vain thoughts,” and condemn that * fool- 
ish talking and jestisg,”” which is the off- 
spring of lightness and vanity ;~-he will no 
longer indulge his imagination in her wan- 
ton freaks, nor aim to inspire mirth and 
festivity by the gallics of wit, or the force 
of ridicule. 

The christian is placed on an eminence 
from which he takes a wide and compre- 
hensive survey of the objects around him; 
he hears the noise and the bustle, and frol- 
ic gaiety of the world, and his heart melts 
with pity when he perceives his fellow 
creatures engaged in frivolous pursuits, and 
pursuing objects of ephemeral importance ; 
to him they appear to be chasing shadows 
and toiling for bubbles; some favorite ob- 
ject engrosses the atiention of each: cone 
is struggling to ascend the dazzling accliviiy 
of fame and honor~another is heaping toge- 
ther his yellow dust, and a third is wallow- 
ing in voluptuous pleasures. _ But he does 
not content himself with this impertect 
view ; in prespective, he looks again : but 
the scenes, how changed! all is silent ; 
the objects of his solicitude are no more. 
In the midst of their revelry & merriment, 
and while their schemes were yet green, 
and their projects unexecuted, death laid 
his cold hand upon them, and they were 
summoned to appear before God. The 
little green hillocks, which contain their 
ashes, he sees on every side, but no voice 
issues from the grave to proclaim their des- 
tiny. Through the glass of scripture he 
takes yet another view ; and beliold the 
heavens are dissolved, and the elements 
melt with fervent heat; the slumbering 
dead are reanimated, and these gay and 
busy triflers are arraigned before the judg- 
ment seat, and here the dreadful sentence 
is passed, which banishes them forever from 
their mi presence. ‘These are not 
the visions of fancy, nor the dreams of 

nthusiesm ; and we cau hardly conceive 
how a christian can contemplate such an 
awful subject, and at the same time be a 
stranger to sobriety, We willingly admit 
that all christians are not equally distin- 
guished for sobriety of mind ; but we can- 
not concede that any are entirely destitute 
of it. Remove this substantial pillar, and 
the edifice of piety soon falls to the groun:. 
The path of the belicver through this vile 
of tears is represented as straight and difh- 
cult ;—he is required to gird on the whole 
armor of God, to fight his way valiantly ; 
and never to tura his back upon the ene- 
my: his security depends upon his vici- 
lmnece; he ** must not sleep as do others, 
but watch and be sober; he trembies 
while he reads ‘* that for every idle word 
he must give account in the day of judg- 
ment ;? and he remembers the words otf 
his divine Lord, ‘* woe unto you that 
lyngh mow ! for ye shall mourn and weep.” 
tle can neither trifle with his own convic- 
tions, nor treat with contempt the solemn 


declarations of the word of God. 





ter’s 


A christian without sobriety is like a 
vessel on the stormy deep without ballast ; 
hie is in imminent danger 


f snaking ship- 
wreek of faith. 


An habitual | vity of dis- 
position is such a strong characteristic fea- 
ture of the unregenrrate, and so complete- 
ly hostile to the genius and spirit of the 
gospel, that we think every porsen ought 
{ suspect the safe ty of his religious state, 
whose character is designated by such an 
unpromisiig trait. When we witness the 
lissipation of thought, the inamiiy, and 
uineaning frivolity of some who profess to 
be'the discipl’s of Christ, we blush for the 
caus: of our divine master; we ar: ready 
Is this the 


to enquire, is this religien? 





way in which we should follow him, who 
“was aman of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief?” Is it possible that these light 
and sportive professors ever visited Geth- 
semane and Calvary, or have ever felt the 
evil of their own hearts ? 

But while we are contending for Chris- 
tian sobriety, we would not be understood 
to encourage cr countenance a gloomy and 
melancholy temper; we think that cheer- 
fulness is not inconsistent with true piety ; 
we wish indeed to restrain immoderate and 
sinful levity, because it unsettles the mind, 
und unfits it for scriuus contemplation ; 
but we would by no means advocate a 
stern unberding dis; sition, and morose 
and cynical behaviour ; such an unamiable 
deportment would prove our sobriety to 
be spurious, and uot the offspring of that 
‘*pure and undefiled religion,” whose 
brightest and most prominent character- 
istic is love. L. 

——" = 

A Female Missionary Socicty has lately 
been organized in Winnsborough, denomi- 
nated the ‘Missionary Society of Zion 
Chureb,” whieh is constituted an auxilary 
to the ‘ United Foreign Missionary Socie- 
ty?) They have made the following report 
of their views and objects, viz. 

‘** This society consists of twenty-cight 
members, and have contributed their funds 
to the United Foreign Missionary Society. 

This society feel impressed with a sense of 


the duty incumbent upon ail the disciples of 


the redeemer, both to look and to pray earn- 
estly for the coming of bis glorious kingeom, 
throughout the whole earth. And whilst 
our hearts are devoutly praying that his 
kingdom may come, may we with onr hands 
vive a proof of our sincerity, by contriou- 
ling something to the interests of the Gos- 
pel.” oo 

A Bible Society bas been recently form- 
ed at Winnsborough,§. C. known by the 
name of * The Auxiliary P.ble Society of 
Fairfield district”-—the object of which, is 
tn co-operate with the American Bible Soci- 
ety.” Its first anniversary was celebrated 
on the Oth of May last. Its members then 
numbered 250; and from the zeal and inter- 
est displayed by the most respectable citi- 
zens of that District in its favor, its pros- 
pects are truly flattering. 

EE 


FRANKPORT, KEN. JULY 28, Fa/al Du- 
e?.—On Friday morning last was fought 
near this place between two of our fellow 
citizens, Francis F. Waring and Jacob H. 
Holeman, one of the most fatal duels re- 
corded in modern times. At the frst fire 
Waring was shot through the heart and 
fell dead upon the spot.  Holeman receiv- 
ed a severe wound through the lower ex- 
tremity of the body whieh though not dan- 
gerous, will for a Jong time contine him to 
Lis bed. 

A cut given to adog with his sword, by 
Waring, on the Sd of July, which was pro- 
nounced unfeeling by Holewan, gave rise 
to insulting language auda personal rene 
counter at that me, in which the latter 
vained the advantage. A challenge from 
Waring was the consequence, and we have 
recorded above the fatal result. 

No coninent of ours could add force to 
this short recital, or set in a stronger light 
the folly, the wickedness and the atroc- 
fy of this barbarous practice. 





DEATHS FROM COLD WATER, 

Five deaths have recently occurred from 
drinking cold water im the heat of the day. 
Two men died suddenly the day betcre 
yesterday, afier drinking, and one after 
bathing 1 cold v ats r, when over-heated. 
Coll water, a swallow at a time, at inter- 
vals, will quench thirst better than a copi- 
us draft ; and water moderately tepid is 
hetter culculated to quench thirst than 
Bathing is most safe m the morning, 
immediately after rising from bed. These 
occurrences ought to be cautions to others, 
to be moderate in the use of culd water, 


cold. 
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during this warm season, and to be careful 
that they are not heated, when going to 
bathe. [ Philadelphia paper. 
Tnstitution of the Dees Dumb.—An inter- 
esting occurrence took place on Wednes- 
day at the bustitution :—A young lad ma- 
med George Drew Hawkins, from Albany, 
received a letter from his father; he recog- 
nised the kand writing of his parent, and 
proceeded to open, and read the letter. 
His countenance was the indication of pieas- 
ure and intelligence; he read a few lines 
and burst into tears; the letter contained 
the mournful intelligence of the death of 
his sister. The cffect was seen by the schol- 
ars, and the cause explained; when a gen-~ 
eral sympathy was observahie in the coun- 
tenances ofall. Many shed tears for the 
loss of little Hawkins, whose sorrows were 
so acute and afflicting. One charming girl 
took him by the hand and admonishing bim 
to be calin, for that bis sister was gone to 
heaven. ‘Ihe manner of making this com- 
munication to the distressed lad was inte!- 
ligible and impressive, and seemed to as- 
suage the grief of the little mourner for the 
inomert. Such was the effect of the associ- 
ation and instruction in this occurrence. 
it serves to shew the sensibilities,affection 
and reason of others of the family of 
man, N.Y. Colum. 





Capt. Read, arrived at Washington on 
the 3d inst. but the nature of his despatch- 
es isnot, as yet, divuiged. The Cabinet 
Ministers were at their posts; and the 
President expected to arrive about the 4th 
or 5th current, 





A Baltimore paper says, that Capt. 
Read while passing through that city, gave 
it, as his opinion, that the Spanish Treaty 
would be ratified. 


The Hornct,—1t is said is again under 
sailing orders, and now taking on board 
provisions for five months. She is proba- 
bly to return to Cadiz, with despatches 
from our government. 





Punishment for Drunkenness.—By a des 
cree of the City Council of Philadelphia, 
all persons, found drunk in the public 
streets, at night are to be seized by the 
watch, and imprisoned as vagrants; or fin- 
ed 67 cts, and held to pay this mulet for 
being found intoxicated. A list of their 
names, with the proceedings in each case, 
is daily published. 


a 


ERRraAtuM.—In our last, Ist page, 2d col. 
omit ine 19 from the bottom, which was 
accidentally transposed, 








MARRIED, 

At Hillsborough, N. H. July 28, Rey. 
Otis Rockwood, of Lynn, to Miss Maria 
Johnston, daughter of Nathauiel Johusten, 
Esq. of H. 


a 


DEATHS. 

Inthis town, on Saturday, Mr. John 
Osborn, mrchant, aged 48—Mrs. Sally, 
wift of Mr. John Richards, aged 39. 

Mrs. Mary,wile of Mr. George I. Calvin, 
aged 29. 

On Suriday, in Lynde-sireet, widow 
Alice Collins; aged 79. 

On Sunday, Mrs. Ann, wife of Capt 
Ivory Huntress, aged 23—Mr. John Wyer, 
aged 30. 

“On Monday, Mrs. Elizabeth, wife of Mr. 
Joseph H. Robinson, aged 37, 

In Essex, Mr, Isaac Burnham, aged 78, 
a soldier in the old continental army. 

In Natick, Mass. Mrs. Mary Jones, wife 
of Mr. Samuel Jones, aged 38. 

In Granby, by suicide in_ consequence 

f méntal derangement, Mr. John H: 
Dickinson, aged 40, a respectable ciuzen, 
and father of a family. 

In Unity, Maine, Mr. Thomas Pearsons; 
in the hundredth year of his age, 
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FROM THE PHiLADEL 





PHIA UNION. 


Lie, Deaih a al Resurrection 


‘ 


Life is a flower of beaut 
That buds and bloom: 
Or like the droj 
That sparkle, please, then fice away. 


aus hue, 
but to decav : 


, 
1s of early dew. 


Yet *tis a gift in goodness given— 
A precicus gem to man below ; 
To fit him for an endless heav’n, 
That blest retreat from pain and wo. 


Still. we lament from youth to age, 
From dear lov'd frie: ds at last to part, 

Our sorrows swell the mournful page, 
That bears the record of the heart. 


Yet from the tomb that form shall rise, 
When the last trump of God shall sound, 
To call the nations to the skies, 
From their long sleep beneath the ground. 





LIFE. 
Our life is like the summer rose, 
That opens to the m: rning sky, 
But, ere the 
Is scaticred on the ground to die. 


shades of evening close, 


—? es 
Meditation upon the sudden withering of 
beautiful flowers. 

How fresh and orient did these flowers 
lately appear, when being dashed over wit! 
the moriuing dew, they stood in all th 


ir 
pride and glory, breathing ut thir deli- 
civus odours, which -erfumed the air 


round about them; 
and shrivelied up, 
desirable beauty, 


but now are withered 
and have neither any 
or savour in them. 


So vain a thing is the admired beauty of 


creatures, «hich so captivat:s the hearts, 
and ex reises. pleasant tyranny over th 
aff'ctions of vain man, yet is as suddenly 
Blasted as the beauty of a fliwer 
Haw frail is beauty ! in how short a time 
It fades, like roses. which have past their prime. 
So wrinkled age the fairest face will ph w. 
And east de p furrows on the smoothest brow. 
Then where's that lovely tempting face ? alas! 
Yourselves would blush to view it in a glass 
If thes thou delight st in beauty, O my 
soul! ¢ noose thet which is lasting. There 
is a beauty which never fades; even the 
beauiy of holiness upon the inner man ; 
this abides fresh and «rient forever, and 
sparkles gloriously, when thy face, the seat 
of natural beauty, is become an abhorrent 
and Inathsome spectacle. Heliness enam- 
els ands ri kles over the face of the soul 


with « beauty upon which Christ himself 


is enamoured ; «ven imperfect holisiess on 
earth is a rose that breathes sweetly in the 
bud; in heaven it will be full blown, and 
abide in its prime to all eternity. 





EXTRACT. 


“T see a crowd, travelliig by ehotce on 
the § sebhath, (the day ofr st appointe d for 


man ard boost, by the benevolent bei: 
wh ser thm.) with a speed th nit sot 
outstri s the wind. Whither are ther y has- 
teniig¢? To the regions of delight; s sme 
place of modish r sort ; where the sound 
of the viol i vites: where the song and th 
dance, and the festive board, promise p] a- 


sur> vi ithont illoy. 

and mark the event. 
jects dissipates care for a short time; but 
wearin goon ensues, «nd satiety con- 
verts the promised pleasure into indiffir- 
ence, at leost, if net to pain. And now 
they retur> to their a the seat of plen- 
ty, with counteraners thet by no means 
express sat’sfaction a what is just post; 

that stisfaction which mich! ‘have been 
expected, consid« ring the prepar*tion, the 
expense, the haste, and the eagersess, 


Join the train awhile, 
The vuarietv of obe 


es 


CHRISTIAN 


which appeared ia ihe commencement and 


progress of the fashionable excursion Pi- 
ety, charity, domestic comfort, have all 
been suerificed at the shrine of Fashion; 


and the tickle, unfeeling deity has bestow- 
ed nothing in return, bui weariness, lan- 


gnor, and a total disrelish of the pleasures 
of simslicity, the sweets of innocence, th 
feast of benev. dence and the evlivening 


ardour of ‘Acoatiag' ’ 


From the Huii Advertiser of April 17. 

ro THE BKDLTOR.-—Phinking that ao ae- 
ceunt of the follow ing remarkable and prov 
idential occurrence would not only be inter- 
esiing to many of your readers, but serve 
the cause of Universal Peace, as we often 
find that a recital of facts has more effect 
on the mind than arguments, | therefore 
send it for iasertiou in your next pape.. 

* Daring the rebellion in Ireland io 1793, 
the rebels had log meditated an attack on 
the Moravian settlement at urace Hill, 
Wexfordcounty. Vtleagth they pat their 
threat in execution, anda large body of 
them marchedtothetowna. When they ar- 
rived there, they saw no one in the streets 
noria the houses. The Brethren had long 
expected this attack, but true to thei 
Christian profession, they would nor have 
recourse to arms for their defence, but as- 
sembled in their chapel, in solemn pray- 
er besought Him in whom they trusted to 
be their smeld in the great hour of danger. 
{he rufian band. hitherto breathing no- 
thing but destruction and slaughter, were 
struck with astonishment at this nove! sight; 
vhere they expected an armed band, they 
saw it clasped ip prayer.—W here they ex- 
vected Weapon to weapon, and the body 
arwed forthe fight, they saw the bended 
knee and humbled head before the aliar of 

the Prince of Peace. They heard the pray- 
er for protection—tbey heard the intended 
victims asking mercy for therr murderers— 
they beard the song of praise,and the bymn 
of confidence in the ** sure promise of the 
Lord.” They 





their hand ale lost them, 
in the streets, which they filled, for a oigh: 
and aday, with one consent they turned 
and marched away from the place withoat 
having injured an individual, or pariotees 
a single loaf of bread. In consequence o! 
this signal mark of protection from Hea- 
ven, the inhabitants of the neighboring 
villages bro’t their goods and asked for 
shelter in the Grace Hill, which they cali. 
ed the City of Refuge.” 

Yours, &c. PACIFICATOR, 





BIBLE SOCICTIES. 

The American Bible Society, in their 
Third Annual Report in May iast, make 
the following pleasing statements 11 relation 
to Great Britein, Russia, and France, in 
| the circulation of the Holy Seriptures : 

GREAT PRITAIN. 

From the last Arnual Report of the Brit- 
, ish and Foreign Bible Society, it will be 
scen that it still possesses its own com- 
manding eminence am ong the Bibie Insti- 
tutions of the world. With an income t 
its treasury that continues to be liberal be- 
yond example, itacts onthe divive mexin. 
that since it has * froely received,” it wil 
‘“\ freely give.’ Like the sun in the firtme- 
ment. “it confines its ben fits to no on 

country, but scatters its light and warmt! 

through every region of the world. It 
waits for nothing but new opportunities to 
vive new proofs of its hberality and re- 
sources. May it long « ontiiue not only 
ornament to the British empire, but a 
blessing to the whole earth. 


an 


RUSSIA. 

The Russian Bible Socicty, fostered by 
the patronage of the Emperor Alexander, 
is  ursuing its course of usefulness with an 
energy and success that are alike surpris- 
ing and gratifying. Of its efficiency in the 
prosecution of its olject, some judgment 
may be formed by the interesting facts, 








bebeld in silence this littie 
band of Christians—they felt unable to raise 
and ater lingering 





WATCHMAN. 


* that within four years after 
meut the Society hed either prblis shed, 
is engaged i: publishing, not fewer then 
forty-three editi us of the sacred scriptures, 
in seventeen differ at languages; form. ¢ 
igrand total of 196,000 mo s—thet th 
issue of Bibles anv Tes tam: ia the fours 
ear feli litle short 1 4 head take 
he thre price di e veurs, while 
f the fuads had been nearly 
proporiton 3 and, moreover, 
tions were mala eat the clos 
ary for stircotyping the Ser 
diiersit laoguogvess; vers? 
coing forward in-o the common Rus 
Tartar and Carelian languages ; an’! 
messures were adopting for procuri g 
ranslations into the Turkish, Armenia 
and Burrat Mongolian.” The 
of a Sock ty thus ch 
and ent rprise 


or 


of 
ii 
increas: 
Inman equal 
that prepar 
f that ye 
ures in fis 
wer 


useiulness 
ieriz-d by enerzy 
cannot fail to be highly « 
timated, whether we look at thy vast pup- 
ulation of the Russian Empir-, or her pres- 
t political influence among the natio.s 
of Europe. 


arac 


FRANCE 

France also hes, during the last year, 
seen a Bible Society arise in her metropo- 

A Protestant Bible Society has been 
blished at Paris, to circulate the Holy 
Scriptures without ** note or comment,” 
in the versions received by the Protrstant 
Communion. The tirst step of its found- 
ers was to obtain from the government au- 
thority to associate for the religious purpo- 
ses which they propose to themselyes.— 
This was granted to them in a letter from 
his Excellency the Minister of General Po- 
lice, dated 9th Oct. 1818 
the countenance of governmeut, they made 
their plan known to their brethren of the 
two Consistorial Churches of Paris; and 
the) y had-the satisfaciion very soon to see 
at number of the most distinguished 
members of those churches concur in the 
execution of their plan. They are now 
vrosecuting endeavors to unite ihe Wrench 
i itestant Churches generally in their ob- 
ject. Peers of the realm are already asso- 
c ‘ele -d with minisiers of the Gospel in giv- 
ing patronage to the Society, and its con 
mencement is altogether under eleoumatan- 
ces highly auspicious. 


oe 
Aude 
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FROM THE BERKSHIRESTAR. 
BERKSHIRE EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting ofthe Berkshire Ed- 
ucation Society was holden at Lenox, on 
Tue-day the loth of July, An excellent 
and appropriate sermon was delivered by 
Rev. Dr. Moore, President of Williams 
Coilege, from Isaiah xi. from the 6th to 
the 9th verse inclusive. 

From the repert of the Treasurer it ap- 
pears, that the sum of two bundred, nine- 
tyenine dollars and forty one cents has 
been paid over tothe American Fducation 
society, during the jast year. The wei- 
vers and friends of the Society are request- 
ed to continue their patronage, and to sv 
icit contributions to its funds. ‘Those, in 
this vieinity, who bave something more to 
spare for religions charity, than they have 
already laid themselves under obligation 
1) bestow, are invited to turn their atten- 
tion to the claims of this Society. it 
claims ro pre-eminence over other benevo- 
ent and charitable institutions, but it does 
claim not to be inferior to awy. in the im- 
portance of its object. Since i pleases 
GOD, by the foolishness of preaching, to 
save them thal believe, and since the number 
of well educated preachers, is immensely 
disproportioned to the want of the chris- 
tian world, without even mentioning the 
necessity Of missionaries to send to the 
Heathen, what duty of christian charity 
can be mere imperious than that of contri- 
buting toward the education of pious young 
men for the gospel ministry ? 

It is very desirable that the number of 
the members of this Society should be in- 
creased. ‘Those who become members are 
required to pay $10, which constitutesa 
member for life ; or $1 annually. Sever- 





iis establisi- | al female f, a8 Well as a number of the oth- 


er seX, ji ined the Soci iety at the late me t- 
ing. It is hoped others will come forward 
and imitate their exai upte. 

The officers of ihe Society for the present 
year are: 

Rev. Zephaniah S. Moore, President. 

Joseph Woodbridge, sq. View Pres. 

tev. Heman Hamphrey, S: creiary, 

James W. Robbins E sq. LPreasurer, 

Rev. Saniuel Shepard, dudilor. 

Rev. Jacob ( atlin, lon. i? nied Nob le, 
Alvan Hyde, D. Dy. Thaddeus Pome. 
oy, Esq. Rev. Levi White, Hon. Witham 
Welker, Rev. Elitvuh Wheeler, Hon. 
Whiting, Rev. 


ev. 


J ( hin 
Samuel Shepard, Directoys, 


The Rev. Miss Waddol, D.D, 2p- 
pointed to Som Presideney of Georgia Uni- 
VUTSILY, € ere don the duties of his office, 

n the D1 tof May last. ‘ The Mission. 
ary”? (an excellent Christian Journal just 
commenced in thet state) remarks that the 
enerzy ond integrity of this gentleman's 
character, the competency of bis skill and 
abilitie e, re gulate d by an ardor of feeling, 
and an accuracy of judgme nt rarsly united 
in tie same person, offer the most decisive 
pledge of ;-rosp:rity to tue institution, and 
most fully realise the anxious expectations 
of the commuuity. 





From the Reliwious Remembrancer 


MORAVIAN MISSIONARIES, 
Number of Missionaries belongiag t» the 





Thus sure of 


United Brethren’s Church, (commonly cal- 


| Jed Moravians) at the close of the year 

| 1818; extracte! from an Official Report. 
Darish West India Islands, - 33 
british, do. do. - 34 
Greenland, - - - - 16 
South Am: rica, - - - 1} 
Le brador, - - - - 95 
United States and Canada, - 7 
South: Afric: - - - - oF 
Asiatick Ru 9 - - - 2 

HINT TO PUBLIC SPEAKERS. 


The venerable VW ithersy oon, late presi- 


dent of New-Jersey College, once observ- 
ed to the stucents under his care, th 

;robably some of them would be called to 
public speaking, eith-r in pelitical bodies, 


er from the pulpit. ** Should this.” said 
he, i be the CAUSE, T have this laconic advice 
to give you. 1. Never atte pape to speak 


valuable to say. 
Always conclude when you have nothing 
imporiant to deliver without a repetition of 
what you have already said.’ Were this 
hint ¢ nerally attended to, the paticnce of 
audioners would rot » frequently ex- 
hausted by puerile discourses, nor tried 
With tedious repeodtion. 


unless you hare something 
’ 


be si 


ON PLAYING CARDS. 


Mr. Dod, au eminent minister, being so- 


licited to play at cards, arose from his scat 
and uncovered his head. The company 
asked him what he was going to do. He 
replied, * To crave God's blessing.” They 


me © 


e never usk 
 ¢Then,”* 
thieg, but 


give his bles- 


immediitely exclumed, 
a blessing on such an occasion. 
said he, I never engage in ary 
ou what I can beg of God to 
sing ” 
THE INFIDEL ANS 
* What creat matter,” 
a christian, while he was 
almost to death, *“‘ what great matt r did 
Christ ever do for thee U—* Eyen this,’® 
said the christian; “that I can forgive 
you, though you use me thus cruelly.” 





WERED. 
said heathen 


ty beatii £ him 





A SUGGESTION CLAIMING NOTICE, 

A gospel minister in Boston, once dis- 
coursing to his people on the doubis with 
which the b-hever is sometimes distressed, 
remarked that this wos no just argument 
against religion in general nor any particu- 
lar denomination, ‘Could you, siid he, 
lo k into the breast even of the Universal- 
ist, ii is probable you might discover that 
sometimes he had doubts of the truth of 
his doctrine. 














